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Displacement Status and Welfare of Settlers in 
PopulationResettlements: The case of Bakassi 

ResettlementProgrammein Cross River State,Nigeria. 
 
Abstract: This paper examines displacement status and welfare of Bakassi settlers 
inCrossRiverStateagainstthebackdropofthe1980UNpolicyonresettlementprogrammes 
and its implications for resettlement planning as well as success of aresettlement 
scheme. The study is predicated on the apriorithat the state of Bakassisettlers is akin to 
status depreciation, impoverishment, loss of sources of 
livelihood,stigmatization,discrimination,inhumantreatmentandinfringementoffundament
alhumanrights.Theissuesdiscussedhavewiderapplicabilityforresettlementprogrammesnot
onlyinNigeriabutinAfricaasawhole.Inthelightoftheseobservations, it is suggested among 
others that vigorous education campaigns should becarried out among settlers and 
neigbouring communities around the resettlement 
area.Thecampaignsshouldemphasizeattitudinalchange,accommodation,cooperation,peac
e and unity amongst the settlers and the neigbouring communities. Efforts 
shouldalsobemadethroughworkshops,seminars,andconferencestobringaboutthisawarenes
s. The study also suggests that government should take a strategic 
sustainabledevelopmentapproachtoaddressthechallengesconfrontingdisplacedpersons,in
cludingeconomicempowerment,provisionofemploymentopportunities,infrastructuraldev
elopmentandensurefunctionalparticipationofsettlersinthedecisionmakingframework, 
planningandoperationsof the resettlement. 
KeyWords:displacement,resettlements,settlers,status,welfare. 
1. Introduction 
Oneofthemostfundamentalandconten
tious issues that has attractedglobal 
attention in the last decade 
hasbeentheforcefuldisplacementofpe
oplefromtheirancestralhomesandsubs
equentresettlement.Ithasbecome a 
global concern, especiallyamong 
scholars, the United 
Nations(UN),thegovernment,geograp
hers 

anddemographersalikeduetoitsspread 
and negative consequences -
povertyandmisery,inhumantreatment,
landlessness,destitution,debasement,
andabuseoffundamentalhumanrights
ofdisplacedpersons,etc.Inotherwords,
theincidenceofpopulationdisplaceme
nthasreachedanalarmingproportion.F
orexample, 
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Chinahadmorethan10millionpeople 
resettled over a period of 40years 
due to dam construction 
alone,andabout14millionpeopledispl
aced due to urban projects 
andover7millionbytransportationproj
ects. This number is fully half 
oftheworld’stotal(WorldBank,2003). 
Theaggregatenumberofpeopledisplac
edinIndiawithinfourdecadeswasabout
2.5millionpeople. These
 includeddisplacement
s from reservoirs, 
urbansites,thermalplantsandmines(Fe
rnandes, Das, and Rao 2000). 
TheAlmattidamandtheNarayanpurda
mhaddisplaced220,000peopleand the 
Narmada Sardar dam with 
itsnetworkofdownstreamirrigationca
nals and roads had displaced 
over250,000peopleofwhichabout127,
000inthereservoirandabout125,000 in 
the downstream area wereresettled 
(Fernandes, Das, 
andRao2000).DieciandViezzoli(2002
)assertthatinLatinAmerica,countries 
like Brazil, Argentina 
andParaguaycarriedoutgiganticprojec
tsthatdeprivedmillionsofpeople of 
their homes and lands. 
Forinstance,theItaipu,Sobradinho,Lin
guandothersinBrazil,theChixoyinGua
temalaexperiencedseries of 
displacements as a result 
ofvariouskindsofdevelopmentalproje
ctsembarkedupononlargescales. In 
Indonesia, the Cirata andthe 
Saguling dam projects 
displacedover56,000and60,000peopl
erespectively. In Africa, more than 
35millionrefugeeslosttheirhomesand 

settledelsewhereduetopolitical,social 
or natural factors. Out of thisfigure 
15 million were classified 
asinternationalrefugeeswhile20millio
nwereinternalrefugees(Chukuma,200
9). 
Otherclassiccasesthathavealsoyielded 
a vast body of writings 
andcasemonographsaswellascompara
tive studies were the Kossoodam 
project in Cote D’voire 
whichdisplaced about 85, 000 
people, 
theRoseiresdamprojectinSudandispla
cing about 19,000 people, 
theKaribadamconstructioninZambia/
Zimbabwewithabout57,000personsdi
splaced,CaboraBassadamprojectinM
ozambiquedisplacing25,000peoplea
mongothers.(Cernea,1997).InNigeria
,severalpopulationresettlementprogra
mmeswerecarriedout.Barbour (2006) 
reported in his 
studythatpopulationresettlementswer
epervasive in Nigeria since the 
secondworldwars.Luning 
(2008)equallystated that the Nigerian 
governmentshad always resorted to 
resettlementprogrammes whenever it 
wanted toembark on development 
projects. 
Forexample,atotalof5,700personswer
e displaced and relocated by 
OyoStategovernmentforpurposesofur
bandevelopmentandurbanrenewal. 
Oni (2003) reported that 
in1970about3,300peopleweredisplac
ed and relocated by the LagosState 
government due to a multi-statewater 
project and about 300 personswere 
displaced due to drainage 
andsanitationprojects. 
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Whenviewedagainstthebackdropofth
eUNpolicyonpopulationresettlement
programmes,whichfavoureddevelop
mentorientedpopulationschemesandt
hepreservation of the identity, 
culture,values,andethosofadisplacedp
eople,thespateofpopulationresettleme
nt schemes in Africa tendsto be 
different. In other words, theUnited 
Nation’s policy initiatives 
putinplacetorunresettlementprogram
mes in Africa fail to 
achievethedesiredresultasresettlemen
toperationsinAfricaarecharacterizedb
yagreatdealofcontroversy,highlevelpr
otestandnegativesocialreactionsfromt
hedisplacedpersonsandothersectorsof
thesociety(Bathomine,2009).Accordi
ngtoCernea(1997)theUnited Nations 
Organization 
(UNO)policyonresettlementprogram
mesformulated in 1980 explicitly 
favoursdevelopmentorientedpopulati
onschemes and emphasizes the need 
forcountries to minimize 
displacementsin any way possible. It 
spelt out inclear terms the need to 
preserve theidentity, culture, values, 
and ethos 
ofadisplacedpeople,restoretheincome
ofdisplacedpersonsasitwasinthepre-
displacedlevel,protectthelivelihoodof
displacedpeopleandensurethatthepeo
plecopeintheirnewhomesandtheirlivi
ngstandardimproved(Cernea,1997).C
onsequentuponthis,theUnitedNations
throughtheWorldBank had always 
injected huge 
sumsofmoneyintoresettlementprogra
mmesasawayofscalingup 

theoperationsandcateringforthewelfar
e of settlers.In spite of 
this,resettlementprogrammesinAfrica
havefailedandAdeprtu(2006)attribute
dthefailuretoadministrative,economic
andtechnicalinadequacies. 
Somecorequestionsoftenraisedconcer
nthefutureandsecurityofdisplacedpeo
ple,theroleofgovernmentandtheintern
ationalcommunity in the resettlement 
plansespeciallyintheaspectsofdevelop
mentandbenefitsofresettlementoperat
ions(Cernea,1997). In most 
resettlement 
schemesundertakenbygovernment,es
pecially in Africa, the settlers 
wereexcluded from
 functionalparticipatio
ninthesystemwhichmadethemfeelade
epsenseofneglect, abandonment or 
alienation.Wheneverpeoplewereforce
dtoabandontheirhomes,theywouldfirs
tbetreatedasrefugeesanddeprivedofno
rmallivelihood;andmoreoftenthannot
pushedtothelimitsofpovertyandstarva
tion(Bathomine,2009). 
Indeed, the concept of 
displacementto most persons is akin 
to 
suffering,pain,statusdepreciationorso
methingthatisdiscrediting;andreduces
theworthanddignityofdisplacedperso
ns(Amu,2011;Bathomine,2009).Inm
ostresettlementprogrammes,displace
dpersonsweredisenfranchisedandsom
etimestreatedlikerefugees,reducedtoi
nferiorstatus,stigmatized,discriminat
edandsusceptibletoundueprejudice, 
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negativeattitudes,abuseandmaltreatm
ent(Fredga,2001).Thiserosionofrights
cancausesomepsychologicaldamagea
swellasnegatively affect the success 
of theresettlementprogramme. 
Theilltreatmentofdisplacedpersonsex
istsinalmostallresettlementoperations
worldwide,althoughthesemaymanifes
tdifferentlyacrosscountriesorsocieties
(FossandBonn,2009).Displacement 
not only makes it moredifficult for 
the displaced persons torecover all 
they have lost, but it alsointerferes 
with their attempts to 
copewiththefuture.Displacementsass
ociated with natural disasters 
(inwhichcasegovernmentisnotrespon
sible)sometimesdetergovernmentsfro
mtakingfast,effectiveactiontowardsre
settlingthevictimsandcateringfortheir
welfare (Yering and Malcolm, 
2008).Displacedpersonsmoreoftentha
nnotsufferfromdisenfranchisementan
d loss of property 
(e.g.inrelationtostolen propertyand 
arson). 
Theproblemoffundshasalwaysunder
minedtheabilityofgovernmenttoprote
ct,providesupportandcarefordisplace
dpersons.Thissignificantlyhinderseff
ortsatstemmingthedifficultyoftenface
dby thesettlers.Beside,displaced 
persons find it difficult tocope with 
or adapt easily to 
changesintheirnewenvironment.This
underminestheabilityofthedisplaced 
ones to lead a fruitful 
andmeaningfulexistence.Examplesof
degrading experiences of 

displacementmeasuresincluderestricti
onsofrights,prohibitions,isolations,di
scriminations,stigma,limitations,etc.I
nmostcases,thecondition under which 
people 
weredisplacedfailstoanchorinhumanr
ightapproachwhichprotectstheirfunda
mental human rights and 
paysduerespecttoethicalprinciples.Ba
ssel(2009)assertthatdisplacements,
 especially
involuntarydisplacementinfringesupo
ninternationallyguaranteedhuman 
rights, especially the right 
toownproperty.Thatis,thewayinwhich
compulsoryevacuationofpeople from 
their homes is typicallycarried out, 
amounts to disregards 
forbasichumanrightsofindividuals’int
egrity,privacy,andinformation. 
In some cases, society’s concern 
forthe displaced persons usually is 
thatof mixed feelings: pity, hatred, 
aweanddisplayofvaryingdegreesofpa
ssion(Brenda,2011).Forexample,fro
mAfricanculturalperspective,ancestra
lhomesaredepictedasplacesofworship
,asacred and revered place where 
theliving and the dead exist and 
interact,where ancestral spirits live to 
guide,protectandsupporttheliving(Ch
arles,2008,Amu,2011andButung,201
2).Thus,displacingpersons 
fromtheirancestralhomesmeansaliena
tingthemfromtheirtraditional, 
cultural, physical and 
ofcourse,economicbase.Italsohasthed
ireconsequenceofafloateddestiny(Oz
uliman,2008).Onthewhole,thedegradi
ngandinhumantreatmentandchallenge
sfacedby 
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thedisplacedonestobespecificcontinu
etosoarhighandtobeaburden on the 
victims and the societyingeneral. 
1.2.ConceptualFramework 
Theriskandreconstructionmodelwas 
formulated by Cernea in 
1996.Themodeltriestohighlightthepro
cesses  through   
 whichimpoverishmen
toccursinanyresettlement processes 
and the guidefor problem resolution. 
The model isa prescription for action 
to 
overcometheproblemsassociatedwith
resettlementoperations.Itassumedthat
impoverishmentisafundamental 
feature of 
resettlementsandisusuallycausedbyla
ndlessness,   
 joblessness,homeless
ness, marginalization, 
foodinsecurity, loss of access to 
commonproperty/resources,  
 increasedmorbidityan
dmortality,andcommunitydisarticulat
ion(Cernea,1996).Itfurtherassumedth
atthesolution to these problems lies 
in thereconstructive strategies which 
mustbe based on land-based 
resettlement,creation of
 employmentopportun
ities,housereconstructionprogrammes
,healthcareandnutrition, safe guards 
and communityrebuilding(Cernea, 
1996). 
The model captured what happens 
inresettlement operations that fail 
andgrimly warns about the likely 
risksandpitfallsthatmustbeeitheravoid
edormitigatedandreversedthroughrec
onstructionlivelihoods.Thus, this 
conceptual model is 
seenbyscholarsasbothasynthesisofpas

tadverseexperiencesandmore 
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importantlyaproductiveandplanni
ngtoolforimprovingresettlements
.Themodelthereforeservesasafra
meworkforstrategizingonthebest
meanstoimprovethelivingstandar
dsofdisplaced people. In other 
words, themodel describes and 
explains criticaland social 
processes that increase 
theprobabilitiesandpossibilitiesof
settlers’ wellbeing and their 
optimalfunctioning. 
Thereisclearindicationthatthepro
blemshighlightedinthemodelare 
being experienced in the 
Bakassiresettlement. Indeed, the 
condition ofsettlers could aptly 
be described 
ashopelessassomeofthemwereho
meless,landless,joblessandimpov
erished, etc. When the 
Bakassiindigenesmovedoutofthei
rancestralhomesatthepeninsula,th
eywerefirstkeptinmake-
shiftcampsinAbanaandEkprikang
asrefugees before they were 
moved totheir permanent site. 
Their 
conditionwasindeedadeplorableo
ne.Themodel was also found to 
be 
relevantintermsofitsstrategiestow
ardsimproving the welfare of the 
settlersand making the Bakassi 
resettlementprogramme 
effective. It implies 
thatthereshouldbeconsciouseffort
atmakingconstructivechangesthat
willenhanceandimprovethecondit
ion of displaced people. 
Thiscouldbedonebyconsciouslyu
tilizingtheirpotentials. 
Furthermore, the model is 

relevant 
inthesensethatthesettlers’involvemen
t in self-
helpdevelopmentwouldbringabout 
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transformationintheirlives.Themodeli
salsogroundedintheassumption that 
settlers would 
makemeaningfulcommitmentandund
ertakeeffectivegoalorientedactivities 
when they have the libertyto exploit 
the resources within theirnew 
environment. It goes to suggestthat if 
the Bakassi settlers have 
theliberty,areempoweredandtreatedw
ith dignity and respect, they 
wouldbeabletomakeameaningfulexist
ence. 
2. MethodsandMaterials 
Theresearchadoptedadescriptivesurv
ey design,utilizingbothcross-
sectionalandcorrelationsurveyanalysi
s, carried out on a randomlyselected 
sample. The cross- 
sectionalsurveywasadoptedbecauseth
epopulation under investigation was 
apredetermined population. Beside, 
itallowed for the collection of 
primarydatausingbothquantitativeand
qualitativeinstrumentssuchasquestion
naireandFocusGroupDiscussion(FG
D). 
Thecorrelationdesignenabledtheresea
rcher to explore the 
relationshipbetweenthedependentand
independentvariablesofthestudy.The 
survey design was preferred forthis 
study because it made it possiblefor 
the researcher to draw 
inferencesfrom a sampled population 
and 
thenmakeageneralizationofthefinding
s.Thestudypopulationcomprisestheen
tireBakassiIndigeneswhoresettledatA
kwa-
obutonginthenewBakassiLocalGover
nmentArea.Theseincludedmalesandf
emales,adult,teenagers 

and children. They were estimated 
tobe18,000(Agande,Ochayi,Chrisand 
Nyong, 2008). Out of this 
totalpopulation,householdheads(upon
which the respondents of the 
studywere drawn) constitute six 
thousandandfour(6004)(BakassiRese
ttlement Commission, 2009). Itwas 
from this number of 
householdheadsthatatotalsampleofsix
hundred(600)respondentsrepresentin
g10percentofhousehold heads was 
selected for thestudy. 
Thissamplewasselectedthroughstratif
iedandsystematicrandomsamplingtec
hniques.First,theresettlement camp 
was divided intothree strata 
according to the 
existingresettlementunits.Toselectthe
sample of respondents from the 
threeresettlementunits(strata)thesyste
matic random sampling 
methodwasadopted.Theresearcherwe
ntthrougharegisterofeachresettlement
unitcontainingthenamesofhouseholdh
eads.Fromeachoftheregisters,everyte
nth(10th)namewaspickedandtheindiv
idual household head was 
thenlocated and interviewed. 
Universitystudentswereusedasresearc
hassistantstofacilitatetheinterpretatio
n and smooth 
interactionandwereproperlyinstructed
.Thegenerateddatafromthequestionna
ire items
 wereappropriatel
y coded,/scored, collatedand then 
extracted andarranged 
inMeans,StandarddeviationsandPerce
ntages.Pearsonproductmomentcorrel
ationcoefficientwas 
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adoptedtoanalyzethedatagenerated.T
hesample-by-
sampledistributionofrespondentsbyth
eir 

strataandselectionisshownonTable1. 

TABLE1:Sample-by-
sampledistributionofrespondentsbytheirstrataandselection 

 

Strata Numberof 
households 

Numberof 
respondents 

Percentageof 
respondents 

Archibongtown 2632 263 43.8 
Abanatown 1810 180 30.0 
Atabongtown 1575 157 26.2 
Total 6017 600 100 

 
 
3. Result 

Table 2: Distribution of respondents according to their opinion 
aboutdisplacement statusof settlersand welfare of Bakassi indigenes in 
CrossRiverState. 
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S/n ITEMS SA A SD A 
1 Bakassisettlersarespited bytheirneigbours 280 160 95 65 

(46.7%) (26.7%)(15.8%)  (10.8%) 

Bakassisettlershavelosttheirworthand 311 191 76 22 
dignitybytheir displacement (51.8%) (31.8%) (12.7%) (3.7%) 

Breakup oftheBakassiindigenous population 285 221 85 9 
hasdehumanizingeffecton thesettlers. (47.5%)   (36.3%)  (14.2%) (1.5%) 

Displacementhasinfringed uponthe 314 99 105 82 
fundamentalhuman rightsofthesettlers. (52.3%)   (16.5%)  (17.5%) (13.7%) 

Bakassipeopleareimpoverished bytheir 319 209 11 61 
displacement (53.2%)  (34.8%) (1.8%) (10.2%) 

NeighbouringcommunitiesseeBakassisettlers 365 109 28 98 
asinferior (60.8%) (18.2%) (4.7%) (16.3%) 

Bakassisettlersareperceivedbygovernment 275 88 117 120 
officialsasingrates (45.8%)  (14.7%)  (19.5%) (20%) 

Bakassisettlershaveacceptedtheirdisplacement 301 167 72 60 
statusingoodfaith (50.2%) (27.8%)  (12%) (10%) 

Bakassisettlersdo nothavetheinnovative 11 8 289 292 
spirittosucceedin theresettlement (1.8%) (1.3%) (48.2%)(48.7%) 

ConditionofBakassisettlerscan belikened 249 214 63 74 
to statusdepreciation (41.5%)  (35.7%)(10.5%)(12.3%) 

 
2. 

 
3. 

 
4. 

 
5. 

 
6. 

 
7. 

 
8. 

 
9. 

 
10. 

Source:Fieldwork,2014. 
 

Table2showstheanalysisofrespondent
s’ responses in regards 
tothedisplacementstatusofsettlersand 
the welfare of Bakassi indigenes.The 
analysis of responses to item 
1whichstates:“TheBakassipeopleares
pitedbytheirneighbours”showsthat28
0or46.67percentrespondentsstrongly
agreed,160or 
26.67percentagreed,95or15.83per 
cent strongly disagreed, while 
65or10.83percentdisagreed.Therespo
nse pattern reveals the disdainthe 
Bakassi settlers experience in 
thehandsoftheirneighbours,asituation 

thatbreedshatred,constantconfrontati
onsandrivalrybetweenthemand the 
host communities. 
Analysis of the responses to item 
2which states: “The settlers have 
losttheir worthandintegrity asa 
resultof the displacement” shows that 
311or51.83percentrespondentsstrong
lyagreed,191or31.83percentagreed,7
6or12.67percentstrongly disagreed 
and 22 or 3.67 percent disagreed. It 
could be 
deducedfromtheresponsepatternthatt
hesettlersnotonlylostmostoftheir 
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valuablesbutalsotosomeextenttheirw
orth and dignity. 
With regards to item 3 which 
states:“Thebreak-
upoftheBakassiindigenouspopulation
hassomedehumanizing effect on the 
settlers”data shows that 285 or 47.5 
per 
centrespondentsstronglyagreed,221or 
36.33percentagreed,85or14.17per 
cent strongly disagreed, while 
9or1.5percentdisagreed.Theresponse
patternsuggeststhatbecause a 
significant number of themcan no 
longer see their loved onesand bread 
winners who have decidedto stay in 
the peninsula when othershave 
moved to Nigeria, many mayhave 
lost their basic human 
virtueslikedignity,integrity,affection,
etc. 
Ontheresponsestoitem4whichstates:“
Thedisplacementhasinfringeduponth
efundamentalhumanrightsofthesettler
s”datashowsthat314or52.33percentre
spondentsstronglyagreed,99or 
16.5 per cent agreed, 105 or 17.5 
percentstronglydisagreed,while82or 
13.67percentdisagreed.Thisexplains 
in part the major effect ofthe 
displacement to be the denial ofright 
of the Bakassi indigenes to livein 
their ancestral homes and to 
ownproperties. In other words, they 
weredenied the right of freedom to 
livewheretheywant. 
With regards to item 5 which 
states:“TheBakassipeopleareimpover
ished by their displacement”,data 
shows that 319 or 53.17 per 
centrespondentsstronglyagreed,209or 
34.8percentagreed,11or1.83per 

centstronglydisagreed,while61or 
10.17 per cent disagreed. The 
patternofresponsesshowsinterestingfe
ature that must be interpreted 
withcare. It poses a problem when 
onerealizesthatthesettlersmerelycom
paredtheirpresentstatuswithhow it 
was in the peninsula. In otherwords, 
when theirpresent conditionis 
compared with what was obtainedin 
the peninsula, they felt they 
wereimpoverished. 
Analysis of the responses to item 
6whichstates:“Theneighbouringcom
munitiesseethesettlersasinferiortothe
m”showsthat365or 
60.83 per cent respondents 
stronglyagreed,109or18.17percentagr
eed, 
28or4.67percentstronglydisagreed, 
while 98 or 16.33 per centdisagreed. 
It implies from the patternof 
responses that the settlers 
believethattheirneighboursseethemas
inferiorhuman beings. 
With regards to item 7 which 
states:“Thesettlersareperceivedbygov
ernment officials as ingrates 
andbeggars”,datashowsthat275or 
45.83 per cent respondents 
stronglyagreed,88or14.67percentagre
ed, 
117or19.5percentstronglydisagreed, 
while 120 or 20 per centdisagreed. 
The pattern of 
responsesimpliesthatthereisastrainedr
elationshipbetweengovernmentoffici
alsresponsiblefortheresettlementproc
essesandthesettlers. It could also be 
inferred 
thatthepressureongovernmenttoprovi
de for the settlers is 
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responsibleforwhatmaybeconsid
eredasthe 
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attitudeofthesegovernmentofficials. 
Analysis of the responses to item 
8whichstates:“Thesettlershaveaccept
ed their displacement status ingood 
faith” shows that 301 or 
50.17percentstronglyagreed,167or 
27.83 per cent respondents 
stronglyagreed,72or12percentstrongl
ydisagreedand60or10percentdisagree
d.Theresponsepatternismeaningfulw
henitisnotedthatBakassiindigeneswer
ehelplessinthe face of the 
displacement and hadnootheroption 
but toaccept it. 
With regards to item 9 which 
states:“Thesettlersdonothavetheinnov
ativespirittosucceedintheresettlement
”,datashowsthat11or 
1.83percentrespondentsstronglyagree
d,8or1.33percentagreed, 
289  or  48.17  per  cent  strongly 

disagreed,while292or48.67percent 
disagreed. The response 
patternissubstantively 
meaningfulwhenitis noted that the 
Bakassi people donot so much 
depend on 
governmentforsurvivalbutbelievethat
theywereindustriousandhardworking
peopleandhavethenecessaryresources
tosucceedintheresettlement. 
Analysis of the responses on 
whetherthe condition of the Bakassi 
settlerscan be likened to status 
depreciation,showsthat249or41.5perc
entstronglyagreed,214or35.67percent
agreed,63or10.5percentstrongly 
disagreed and 74 or 
12.33percentdisagreed.Theresponsep
atternshowsthattheBakassisettlersfelt
thattheirstatushasdepreciatedasaresul
tofthedisplacement. 

 

Table3:PearsonProductMomentCorrelationCoefficientAnalysisoftheRelationshi
p between Displacement Status and the Welfare of Bakassi IndigenesinCross 
River State. 

 

Variables ΣY ΣY2 
ΣX ΣX2 ΣXY r-cal 

Welfareof Bakassiindigenes (Y)8,760 154,650 

161,355 *0.70 
 
DisplacementstatusofBakassisettlers(X)10,054 184,790 

*SignificantatP>.05,df=598,Crit-r=0.194,N=600 

The result of the analysis reveals 
thatthecalculatedr-
valueof0.70isgreaterthanthecriticalr-
valueof 
0.194 at 0.05 levels of 
significancewith 598 degrees of 
freedom. Withthe  result  of  this  
analysis  the 

alternatehypothesisisacceptedwhile 
the null hypothesis is rejected.This 
result therefore shows that thereis a 
significant relationship 
betweendisplacementstatusandthewel
fare 
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of Bakassi indigenes in Cross 
RiverState,Nigeria. 
4. Discussions 
The study indicates that a 
significantrelationshipexistsbetweens
ettlers’displacement status and the 
welfareof Bakassi indigenes in Cross 
RiverStates.Findingsrevealthatthedis
placement has infringed upon 
thefundamentalhumanrightsofthesettl
ers by denying them their 
homes,property,meansoflivelihood,et
c.Thus,themajoreffectofthedisplacem
ent has been the denial ofright of 
Bakassi indigenes to live 
intheirancestralhomesandtoownprope
rties.Thisfindingisinagreementwithpr
eviousstudies.Fredga(2001)andBasse
l(2009)assert that the condition under 
whichdisplacedpeoplefindthemselves
doesnotanchoronhumanrightapproac
h and no due respect is 
paidtoethicalprinciples,especiallyther
ighttoownproperty.Thecompulsoryev
acuationofBakassiindigenes from 
their ancestral homesin the peninsula 
is typically carriedout-
withoutregardfortheirbasichumanrigh
tsandintegrity.Thefindingsalsoagree
withFossandBonn(2009)whoreported
thatdisplacedpersonsarenotonlydisen
franchisedbutalsotreatedasrefugees. 
The findings also 
supportBachul(2008)whoopinedthati
nvoluntarydisplacementischaracteriz
edbytheviolationofhumanrights. 
The displacement makes the 
Bakassisettlers unable to cope with 
or adapteasilytochangesintheirnew 

environment.Thisalsounderminesthei
rabilitytomakefastandmeaningfulexis
tence.Thedisplacementthereforeisani
nhuman,degradingtreatmentorpunish
menttothepeople.Thefindingsalsoindi
catethattheBakassi
 indigenes
 wereimpoverished by 
their 
displacement.Thesettlerslostmostofth
eirvaluablesandsourceoflivelihooddu
e to their displacement, such 
thatmanyofthembecamedependentsa
ndunemployed.ThisisinsupportofOzu
liman(2008)whoreportedthatpovertya
ndilltreatmentofdisplaced persons 
exist in almost 
allresettlementoperationsworldwide,a
lthoughtheymanifestthemselvesdiffer
entlyacrosscountriesandcommunities. 
The displacement notonly makes it 
more difficult for 
theBakassisettlerstorecoveralltheyha
ve lost, but it also interferes 
withattemptsto copewith thefuture. 
Evidence from the study showed 
thattheBakassipeoplewerespitedbyth
eir neighbours. They were not 
onlyspitedbutalsostigmatizedanddisc
redited.ThisisinagreementwithFredga
(2001)whoreportedthat displaced 
persons were seen asundesirable 
people by some 
personsinthesociety.Thisisalsoinline
withBrenda(2011)whoreportedthat 
displaced persons were 
believedtobesignificantlydiscrediteda
ndthisservestoreduce their 
statusinthesociety.TheBakassiindigen
eswere also stigmatized, 
discriminatedand suffer undue 
prejudice, 
negativeattitudes,abuseandmaltreatm
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from their host communities who 
inthefirstinstancerefusedtoaccommod
atethemdespitegovernmentinterventi
on.Theyreceive poor treatment in 
healthcare,educationandothersociala
menities. 

5. Conclusion 
Displacement of persons from 
theirancestral homes has become a 
globalconcern in recent times. Often 
times,the burdens of displacement 
becomesoheavyuponthevictimsthatsp
iritedindividuals,government,NonGo
vernmentalOrganisations(NGOs)andi
nternationalagenciesdo not hesitate 
to lend their 
supportandcare.Inmostcasesthesehu
manitarian support and care 
couldnotsustainthesettlersforlong,lea
dingtothecollapseoftheresettlementat 
the longrun. 
Moreover,thenegativeattitudetoward 
the settlers is usually intenseat the 
beginning only to be absorbedover 
the years. Based on the 
findingsofthisstudy,wecallonthosego
vernmentalagenciesandNon-
Governmental Organizations 
References 
Adepetu, A. (2006). Promoting 

ruraldevelopment through 
populationresettlement:Caseof 
the 

Langtang/Shendam 
resettlementscheme.Departmentof
Geography,Universityof Jos,Jos. 

Agande, B. Ochayi, B., Chris, A. 
andNyong,T.(2008,August12).B
akassi:Nostoppingusonhandover
today-Federalgovernment.
 Vanguard
Newspaper,pp.24. 

(NGOs)concernedwiththeimplement
ationofresettlementprogrammes to 
embark on 
vigorouseducationcampaignsamongn
eighboring and host communities 
inthe resettlement area. The 
campaignsshould emphasize 
attitudinal changeand the need for 
accommodation 
ofresettledpersons.Themassmediasho
uldbeusedincreatingthisawareness 
and enlightenment 
amongthepeople.Effortsshouldalsobe
made through workshops, 
seminars,and conferences to bring 
about thisawareness. The study also 
suggeststhatgovernmentshouldtakeas
trategicsustainabledevelopmentappro
achtoaddressthechallengesconfrontin
gdisplacedpersons,includingeconomi
cempowerment,provision of 
 employmentopportu
nities, 
 infrastructuraldevelo
pmentandtoensurefunctional 
participation of settlers 
inthedecisionmakingframework,plan
ningandoperationsoftheresettlement. 

 
 
Amu,M.(2011).Dislocationofsettled 

communities and 
culturalimplications in Nigeria. 
(Lagos:SpringPublications. 

Bachul, P. (2008). A national 
reviewofcourtandhumanrightsco
mmission:decisionsondiscrimina
tion.(LosAngeles:UniversityofC
aliforniaPress. 

BakassiResettlementCommission(20
09).Calabar:Governor’sOffice,C
rossRiverStateGovernment. 

Comment [si27]: Need to be check all the intext 
– citations whether listed in the reference section or 
not.  



 

53 

 

 

Barbour, K. M. (2006). 
Populationresettlement 
programme in therepublic of 
Sudan. London:Universityof 
Oxford Press. 

Bassel,H.J.(2009).Developmentstrate
giesandissuesforlandsettlement
 in West
 Africa.Environmen
tal  and 
 SocialStudies.
 Retrieved  
 fromhttp://www.de
v.org/strategies/issues/index-
i.fm. 

Bathomine, C. P. (2009). The fate 
ofsettlers in resettlement 
schemesin Africa. (Nigeria – 
Aba: HopePublications,. 

Brenda, C. C. (2011). Bakassi: 
Theforgottenandabandonedpeop
le”.Vanguard.(6),234. 

Butung,D.(2012).TheNigerianpeople
,cultureandsociety.(Lagos:Uniqu
eBooksPublications. 

Cernea, M. M. (1996). The risks 
andreconstructionmodelforresett
lingpopulations.Keynoteaddress
presentedattheInternational
 conference 
reconstructing
 livelihoods:
Towardsnewapproachestoresettl
ement. 
 (England:U
niversityofOxford.September9-
13. 

Cernea,M.M.(1997).Africaninvolunt
ary
 population
resettlement in a global 
context:Social Assessment 
Series. (NewYork:TheWorld 

Bank,. 
Charles, H. (2008). Household 

sizenormsinruralcommunitiesinNige
ria. (Calabar: Global 
HopePublications,2008). 



 

54 

 

 

Chukuma, C. C. (2009). Strategies 
forImproving resettlement 
operations.New York Center 
for RefugeeStudies(8), 672-89 

Dieci,P. &Viezzol,C. (2002). 
Resettlement and rural 
developmentin Ethiopia social 
and economicresearch, training 
assistance in theBeles valley. 
Milan, Italy: 
FrancoAngeliS.R.I. 

Fernandes,W.,Das,J. &Rao,S.(2000). 
Displacementandrehabilitation
:An estimate and extent of 
projects.InFernandes, W. 
&Ganguly, T.(ed). 
Development, 
displacementandrehabilitation.
NewDelhi:IndianSocialInstitut
e. 

Foss,H.andBonn,O.(2009).ToPro
tectortoviolatehumanrights. 
Paper presentation at 
theInternationalConferenceo
nrealizingtheRightstoHealth
and Development for All”. 
26-29Oct.ItaNoivietnam. 

Fredga,R.T.(2001).Fightingrelate
d intolerance: exposing 
thelinkbetweenrefugees,stig
maanddiscrimination.UNAI
DSGlobalReferenceRight,6(
4). 

Oni, S. A. (2003). Credit in 
ruraldevelopment:Anapprais
alofthe 

supervised credit scheme 
for 
thefarmsettlersinwesternNi
geria. 

Proceedings of the 
AnnualConference of 
the NigerianEconomic 

Society. 
Ibadan:UniversityofIbadan
Press. 

Onojovwo,D.(2008:April,6).Scaling 
the 
Bakassihurdles.ThePunch,p.8. 

Ozuliman,W.E(2008).Amonographo
fBakassi 



 

55 

 

 

displacement:challengesandway
forward.Calabar:UniversityofCa
labarPrintingPress. 

Rahmato,D.(2004).Ethiopia:ruralrese
ttlement   
 programmecritici
zed.  Inter-
AmericanDevelopment  
 Bank,
 InterAmericanIni
tiativeonSocialCapital,
 Ethics 
 andDevelopment
.Retrievedfromhttp://www.iadb.
org/etical/ingles/index.i.cfm. 

World Bank (2003). 
Implementationcompletion report, 
Cameroon:Second urban project in 
Cernea, M(1997). African 
involuntarypopulation resettlement 
in a globalcontext. Washington, 
D.C: WorldBank 

Yering,G.andMalcolm,O.(2008).Dis
placement and 
humanrightapproachinNigeria.(
Santa Monica, Califonia: 
GoodYear. 


