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PART  1: Review Comments 
 
Compulsory REVISION comments 
 

Reviewer’s comment Author’s Feedback(Please correct the manuscript and highlight that 
part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write 
his/her feedback here) 

Please write a few sentences regarding the 
importance of this manuscript for the scientific 
community. Why do you like (or dislike) this 
manuscript? A minimumof 3-4 sentences may be 
required for this part. 
 

The article examines the influence of regional integration in the ECCAS region on the region's 
informal cross-border trade. The study uses economic integration theories to analyze the 
effectiveness of regional economic integration policies. The theme addressed in the article is a 
topical one in developing countries. 

 

Is the title of the article suitable? 
(If not please suggest an alternative title) 

 

Yes   

Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do 
you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some 
points in this section? Please write your 
suggestions here. 

 

Yes  

Are subsections and structure of the manuscript 
appropriate? 

Authors should review the presentation (citation) of referenced authors.  

Please write a few sentences regarding the 
scientific correctness of this manuscript. Why do 
you think that this manuscript is scientifically 
robust and technically sound? A minimumof 3-4 
sentences may be required for this part. 

 
Overall, the authors have failed to present a few stylized (statistical) facts about the current state of 
regional integration in the countries concerned. They also need to do a better job of presenting the 
analysis methodology used, and append the interview guide used for the interviews. 
 

 

Are the references sufficient and recent? If you 
have suggestions of additional references, please 
mention them in the review form. 
- 

 
The authors should strengthen the article's literature review to highlight new theories of international 
trade and regional integration. 
They can refer to this link 
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=fr&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=theories+of+economic+integration+&btnG
= 
 
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=fr&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=Viner%E2%80%99s+Custom+Union+The
ory&btnG= 
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Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment(if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and 

highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should 
write his/her feedback here) 

Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?  
 

(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details) 
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