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PART1: Review Comments 

CompulsoryREVISIONcomments Reviewer’scomment Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that 
partinthemanuscript.Itismandatorythatauthorsshould 
writehis/herfeedback 
here) 

Please write a few sentences regarding the 
importanceofthismanuscriptforthescientificcomm
unity.Whydoyou like (or dislike) this manuscript? 
A minimum of 3-4sentencesmayberequiredfor 
thispart. 

This manuscript is significant for the scientific community as it addresses the urgent issue of 
developmentaldisabilities in children, which affects a substantial portion of the pediatric population, 
particularly in developingcountries. The findings provide valuable baseline data on the prevalence, risk 
factors, and demographics ofchildren referred to a Child Guidance Clinic, highlighting the need for 
improved early intervention services. Iappreciate the manuscript's focus on a largely under-researched 
area, which can inform future policies 
andprogramsaimedataddressingdevelopmentaldisabilities.However,Ibelievethatthestudycouldbenefit 
froma 
moredetaileddiscussionoftheimplicationsofitsfindingsandpotentialstrategies 
forinterventiontoenhanceitsimpactonthe field. 
 

 

Isthetitleofthearticlesuitable? 
(Ifnotpleasesuggestanalternativetitle) 

The title of the article, "Referral Profile of Child Guidance Clinic of a Tertiary Care Hospital in 
CentralMaharashtra:ARetrospective Observational Study," isgenerallysuitableasitclearlyindicatesthe 
focusoftheresearch and provides essential details such as the study's setting, population, and 
methodology. However, itcould be mademore concise andengaging. 
SuggestedAlternativeTitles: 
"ReferralPatternsandDemographicsofChildrenataTertiaryCareChildGuidanceClinic 
inCentralMaharashtra:ARetrospectiveStudy" 
"AnalyzingReferralTrendsinaChildGuidanceClinic:InsightsfromaTertiaryCareHospitalinCentralMaharasht
ra" 
"ProfileofChildReferralstoaTertiaryCareGuidanceClinicinCentralMaharashtra:ARetrospective 
Analysis"Thesealternativesmaintainthe originalmeaning while enhancingclarityand engagement. 
 

 

Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do 
yousuggesttheaddition(ordeletion)ofsomepoints
inthissection?Please writeyour 
suggestionshere. 

Abstractofthisarticleshould 
clearlysummarizethebackground,methods,results,andconclusionsofthestudy.Overall, while the 
abstract provides a solid overview, enhancing the details in the background, methods, results,and 
conclusionswillmakeitmorecomprehensive and informative forreaders. 
SuggestionsforImprovement: 
Background: 
Enhance Context: Include a brief statement about the significance of understanding developmental 
disabilities 
inthecontextofpublichealthindevelopingcountries.Thiscouldemphasizetheurgencyofaddressingtheseissu
es. 

 
Methods: 
Detail Sample Characteristics: Consider adding information about how the sample was selected (e.g., 
inclusioncriteria)andthespecificstatistical methodsusedfordataanalysis.Thiswouldprovide 
moreclarityregardingtherobustnessofthe study. 

 
Results: 
Key Findings: While the results are summarized, including the prevalence rates for each condition 
(e.g.,percentageofchildrenwithGlobalDevelopmentalDelayversusthose 
withAutism)couldenhancetheclarityandimpactofthe findings. 
StatisticalSignificance:Mentionifanyresultswerestatisticallysignificant, whichwould 
strengthentheconclusionsdrawn. 

 
Conclusions: 
ImplicationsforPolicy:Brieflystatetheimplicationsofthefindings 
forpolicyandpracticeinaddressingdevelopmentaldisabilitiesinchildren,particularlyindevelopingcountries. 
FutureResearch:Suggestareasforfutureresearchbasedonthefindingstoindicatethestudy'srelevanceandpot
entialcontributionstothe field. 
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Aresubsectionsandstructureofthemanuscri
ptappropriate? 

Yes, the subsections and overall structure of the manuscript appear to be appropriate. The manuscript 
includes aclear organization with distinct sections—Introduction, Methods, Results, Discussion, and 
Conclusion—whichfacilitatetheflowofinformationand allowreadersto easily 
navigatethroughthestudy.Ifanyimprovementsare 
needed,itcouldbebeneficialtoconsideraddingsubheadings 
withintheDiscussionsectiontofurtherclarifykeythemesor findingsdiscussed. 
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Please write a few sentences regarding the 
scientificcorrectnessofthismanuscript.Whydoyo
uthinkthatthis manuscript is scientifically robust 
and technicallysound? A minimum of 3-4 
sentences may be requiredforthispart. 

The scientific correctness of this manuscript is underscored by its rigorous methodology and 
adherence toestablisheddiagnosticcriteria.Theuseofa 
multidisciplinaryapproach,involvingpediatricians,psychologists,andtherapists,ensuresacomprehensivee
valuationofthechildrenreferredtotheChildGuidanceClinic. 
Additionally, the statistical analysis conducted using SPSS software enhances the reliability of the 
findings. Byaddressing a significant public health issue with relevant data from a substantial sample 
size, this studycontributes 
valuableinsightstotheunderstandingofdevelopmentaldisabilitiesinadevelopingcountrycontext,therebyrei
nforcingitsscientific robustnessandtechnicalsoundness. 
 

 

Arethereferencessufficientandrecent? 
Ifyouhavesuggestions of additional 
references, please mentiontheminthe 
reviewform. 
- 

Thereferencesincludedinthemanuscriptprovideasolidfoundationforunderstandingtheprevalenceandimpa
ctof neurodevelopmental disorders. However, many of them date back several years, with only a few 
recent studiesfrom the last five years. This may limit the manuscript's relevance to current research 
trends and emergingevidenceinthefield. 

 
Toenhancethemanuscript,Isuggestaddingthefollowingtypesofreferences: 

 RecentStudies:Includerecent population-
basedstudiesonneurodevelopmentaldisordersinchildren,particularly from India and other 
developing countries. This will provide updated prevalence data 
andinsightsintocurrenttrends. 

 CurrentGuidelines:Incorporaterecentguidelinesorrecommendationsfromhealthorganizations,s
uchas the World Health Organization (WHO) or the American Academy of Pediatrics, 
regarding earlyinterventionandmanagementofdevelopmental delays. 

 Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses: Add recent systematic reviews or meta-analyses 
that discussthe socio-economic factors affecting child development and mental health, 
particularly in low- andmiddle-incomecountries. 

 LocalStudies:Includemorelocalstudiesthatreflectthesocio-
culturalcontextofMaharashtraorsimilar regions, which may provide valuable insights into 
the challenges faced by families andhealthcareproviders. 
 

 

MinorREVISIONcomments 
 

Isthelanguage/Englishqualityofthearticlesuitab
leforscholarlycommunications? 

Thelanguagequalityofthearticleisgenerallysuitableforscholarlycommunication.Themanuscriptisclear 
andconcise,effectivelyconveying the researchobjectives,methods, results,and conclusions. 

 

Optional/Generalcomments This manuscript addresses a significant and timely issue regarding the prevalence and profile 
ofneurodevelopmentaldisordersinchildrenreferredtoachildguidanceclinicinMaharashtra,India.Thestudy'
sfindings contribute valuable insights into the demographic and clinical characteristics of these 
children,highlightingtheneed for improved awarenessandearlyinterventionservices. 

 
The retrospective nature of the study and the comprehensive data collection methods strengthen its 
validity,though it would be beneficial to include a more extensive discussion on the limitations and 
potential 
biasesinherentinretrospectivestudies.Additionally,consideringthehighratesofchronicmalnutritionreporte
d,themanuscript could benefit from a more in-depth exploration of the socio-economic factors 
impacting thesechildren'shealthanddevelopment. 
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PART  2: 
 

 
Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment(if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and 

highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should 
write his/her feedback here) 

Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?  
 

(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details) 
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